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1 Martis viii. die Aprilis, 1697.Annoq;R R. 
Will. Tertii. Angliz, ec. Nono. 


* His- Court. doth defire Dr. Jeliyll to- 
Print bis Sermon Predched at oy Pa-_ 


. riſÞ-Church of St. Bridget, os Wednefday 
: in Eafter-VV eck /aft, before the Lord Mayor, 
' Aldermen and Governours of the ſeveral Hoſ--. 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Sir Edward Clarke, 


Lord Mayor of the City of LONDON, 
To the Court of ALDERMEN. 


My Lagd, © 0G: © 5 2 OO 8 
Hough I ſhall be always ready to yeild all due 
Deferende to your Lordſhip”s Authority, and to 

the.. Ancient Government 4 the Gity of Lon- 

don, where I drew in my firſt Breath, and to which 
[ bave many : other. obligations beſides, yet I ſhall 
freely own that the Charafter which your Lordſhip 
bath ſo . deſervedly obtain'd amongſt all Good Men, 
hath done more then any thing elſe, to the engaging 
me to a chearful Compliance with your Lord/hips 
firſt Order, which - appointed me. to this undertak- 
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ing, and te that which. I bave fence receiv'd for 


the Publication of what T. bad done therein 3. for it 
bath. been always--a ſettI'd Principle of my. mizad, 
| | and 
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and which [ bope [ Jhall ; NOW Never depart from, 0 | 
value Men more by their Goodneſs then their Great- 
neſs, by their Virtues ' then their exalted Stations ; 


eſpecially, fince I am ſo happy as to. have all pan- , 
kind think the. ſame t hateyer thby may* *[ }, C9 | 
to the Contrary, "to ſerve a turn) as well as the 
Divine Oracles (which always judg aright and ſpeak 
the Truth) to aſſert it too ; for the Righteous, in 
whatever outward Circumſtances he is plac d, is, and 
always will be more excellent then his Neighbour in 


this World," and Infinitely more. Happy. in anvther,” 


which that Lordſhip may for ever both deſerve 
and find$/hall be the hearty Prayer of, ; þ 
TN My Lord, . _---: \ 
. * Your Lordſhips moſt Faithful 
and Obedient Servant, | 
THO. JEKYLL. | 
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"Publick Charity. 
SERMON 


Preached before the 


Lord Mayor, 


AND 
TheCourof ALDERMEN, ho. 
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TH -M A TH. V. | | 
Let. your Lig | ſhine before _ that ow may 
ſee Jour g Works, and ginije your Father 
- which 1 15-in Heaven, 


Y, \ HE wardh ire a part of our x avid apo t Ray 
Tent Bo in the Mount, and do a undint-" 
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of hs, weſt Eminent ' awhich-the'* Chriſti 


uce,” RY os *Tht* Text allows «i; 


coral Þ oft of : PZ oF SOV in tvs - 
[= 


Puvitck Charity. 


—————— 


* 


Ch. 6.2, 3. Sermon, forbids the, Sounding of a Trumpet befare our 


Alms { " dyd Ittting 'eaen the Left hand: know what the 
Right Fn ors Lavoe all manner ofOftentition and 
Vain Glory (asall that which we endeavour to afſume to 
our ſelves, is) ; yet when God may be Glorified (which 
13 the main thing we are always to aim at in all that we 
do) and others may be excited to joyn with us therein, 
both in word and deed; we are not only allowed, but 
required to be as Publick as we can; eſpecially when 
our very Faith, from the Time of the Reformation, hath 
been Reproach'd by our Adverfaries of the Church of 
Rome, not only as dead and fruitleſs, but as a declar'd 
Enemy and Obſtacle to all Good Works ; We may then 
{ure be allow'd yo anſwer ſuch Fools according to te Fl 
as Solomon Tpeaks, Prov. 26. 5. and with St." Paul, to 
boaſt our ſelves a little, when they thus compel ws to it ;, 
and when in the midſt of all our Glorying in the fight 
of men, we loak upon our ſelves, and all thaer do 
herein, -as nothing 1n the ſight of God ; then indeed we 
may, nay, then we muſt doas the Text requires, Make 
the Light of our Good Works ſo to ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee them, and glorifie our Father which is in Hea- 
VEN. | 

'Nor-is this Duty incumbent only upon thoſe that are 
of Greateſt Abilities for it, either by their Wealth or 
Stations, or are advanc'd to any Eminent Dignities: or 
Employmeats either in Church or State, but ſuch as par- 
ticularly concerns all, and extends it ſelf to. every Indi- 
vidual wool: Dum of the meanneſt Rank and Conditi- 
on : For tho theſe words, Te ere the Salt of the Earth, 
Ee cow 3th ep ; and Te are the Light of the 

'orld, mentioned in t ,. 40 vety. a 
w hls oe wee prom yh Apt Dry 
and Otlie, yet ſince the Nilciples, tho call'{ heforg, yet 
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were' not. then aRually. appointed thereto '(for that we x 
read, Mat. 19; was 'done afterwards) :* And fincedll the 
other parts of this 'Excellerit Sermon, do equally agree'ts 
all forts of Chriſtians whatſoever, we may welt 'con- 
clude, that'they are all of them'particularly concerned 
in this Precept alſo. For Chriftians, as ſuch, let their 
Ranks and Stations be what they will, are he Salt of 
the Earth, are the Light of the World ; and therefore. are 
certainly m0) ay ſoto fhine in all good works, before men, 
that my may be -ſetn, and their Heavenly Father be the more 
2lorified thereby, eſpecially when they are like'a City on anv. 14 
:H, that cannot be hid. And therefore fince they muſt 
and will be ſeen, it is neceffary that they ſhould be ſeen 
fo the beſt advantage, to the Glory of God, and the'good 
of Men. * And indeed thisour Savibur ſeems particular- 
SY intend in theſe words ; 'and* therefofs they are u- 
er'd in with ſuch a Compariſ6h as fifficiently ſhews 
what God defignd and ainv'd at in the ſeveral Capaci- 
ties that he has ſet us in, that he never beſtows any Gift 
upon us only for our ſelves, or for our own ſakes, but for 
the- of others, and to enable us the better to do 
good therewith; therefore, ſays he, juſt before the Text, 
Mem do not light aCandle,” and put it under a Baſhel, but ong \,, 
a Candleſtick; and it giveth Light to all that are inthe houſe. 
Therefore he adds in the Text it ſelf, Let your Light fs 
/bine, 'as other Lights ofe to do,''that Men may receive 
benefir by thern;and be the better for them, and may give 
Glofy to him'wtio is the Farher of Lights, from whom evecJam. 1. 17. 
ry good and perfect gift comes}, andby whom we are ent | 
bled to do any thing that is Cry! 445 called good work; 
or, to ſpeak more agreeable to the Phraſe of the Text, 
who has enliphrned vs, or made vs to ſhine, and cont 
matided, as'well aembled usto giveLight to others. Le# 
vos . 2 (0! 
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...In which words we have Four Things to conſider : 
{x Here is a Nuty enjoyn'd, which.is to make ourLight 
ſhine; Let your. Light ſhine, &c, Now by Light we are | 
to underſtand -the Dorine of Chriſtianity, as it hath been 
reveaPd untomen by our bleſſed Saviour, who, amangſt 
other Titles given him in Scripture, is ſomerime ſtyl'd the 
Mal. 4. 2. Sun of Righteouſneſs, the Light of theWould, and the Day- 
John 8. 12.ſpring from onhigh : And therefore thoſe that are called by 
Luk. I: 18-his Name, are faid to be exlighrned by him, and 70 be the FT: 
Eph. 5-5 children of Light; upon which 4ccount Baptiſm was an- 
ciently called od;Cuis ; the Hirmination perhaps from 
thoſe Expreſſions of the Apoſtle to the Hebrews; in which 
he calls the receiving of the Chriſtian Faith, a being ex- | 
Heb. 6. 4. {ightned. And indeed.the whole Goſpel may not berun- | 
fitly comprehended under this Title, (ec immediate- 
ly upon the appearing of this bleſſed Light, all the ſha- g 
ows of the Mzfaic Diſpenſation fled away, and the dark- 
neſs of theGertiles was happily overcome by the clear day 
which the Goſpel made upon its Glorious Diſcovery of 
what was ſo neceſſary to eternal falyation. | 
' 2. Weare heretold what we aretoſhinejo, z.e. in good 
works ;. Let your Light ſo (bine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works. By gooa works we are to unde #8 q in 
general, all thoſe works that have any true Worth or Ex- 
cellency in them, and which are now vaſtly improv*d un- 
_ der the Goſpel, into greater degrees of Perfeftion than 
what they eyer had before, either under Moſes's Lay, or 
{+ .: .;-- any other diſpenſation whatſoever ; for we are now ſo 
phiply raught the Nature of things, that we are well a- 
to judghow to value them. ; . | 
The Worſhip of God which before ſhewed him only 
to be the Sovereign Lord of all, now diſcovers what his 
Natureis,and demonſtrates itto be purely ſpiritual; which. 
none of the Jewſb Sacrifices, in themſelves conſider” G,over 
We 
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did or could do., there being.no manner of Reſemblance 
betweeh ſuch a Nature and * Blood and Ng, Bulls augHeb. 9. 13. 
Goats, and the Aſhes of an Heifer. The Love: of qurNeigh- 
bour, aid the gBgd Offices that depend-upon, it, are: not 
now confin'd to One Nation.oaly, butextend themſelves 
toall men that need them without exception. Ina word, 
the Duties that more immediately concern our ſelyes, are 
now under the Goſpel,made plain and eaſie, which under 
Mojes's Law were dark and he mmma and requiredagreat 
deal of *Pains and Skill to underſtand them; as well as a 
great deaFof Compliance to reconcile the.minds of men 
to them. But now every Duty that isrequird of us, ſhews 
the Excellency of its own Nature, and. becomes not only 
a Reaſonable, but a Glorious and a Pleaſant Service too, 

having nothing in it but what is truly. Gogd, and very 
Lovely and Deſirable. LS _ 
* 3; Hereis the mannerin which we are to ſhine, which 
15 to be as publickly as we can, that we may be ſure to be 
ſeen ; for it isnot enough for us to call our ſelves Chriſtin 
ans,to believe with the Heart alone, to be, os to do good 
m private andino ſecret only, or to.content our ſelves with 
any common meaſures or degrees of Goodneſs, which 0+ 
thers that do.not at all beloag to Chrift .may/ arrive at ; 
but we muſt take care to excell therein,and to beEmineasr . 
Examples of Piety, Virtue and Charity toall, with whom 
we do converſe. Chart | 48 PA 
' 14.” Here is the End that we are to Propound and Aim 
at in our' ſhining, which'is, That our Heavenly Father 
may be Glorified. For thoſe things that aregood'in them- 
ſelves may be, and often are done to bad- Purpoſes, the 
Glory of God is therefore here enjoya'd as the nary po 

to 


that we do therein. For. this Reaſon therefore 
this purpoſe, Ler your Light, &c.. 
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And now from theſe Words thus explain'd” give me 
feavers Comprehend the meanin g of them, and the Duty 
that iscontair'd'in them, in this ſingle Prppoſition, _ | 
- Thoſe that call themſelves Chriſt# are* to be pub- 
lick and eminent Examples unto others in all good works, 
Tn the handling of which I ſhall proceed in this Method. 

1. T ſhall ſhew how fit and requiſite this is---2. I ſhall 
conſider it with ReſpeCt.to the different Capacities and 
Abilities of Chriſtians. 3. I ſhall fhew how thoſe. Precepts, 
that forbid all Publick difcoveries of our Good. Works, 
can be reconcil'd to this, that require us to make them as 
Conſpicuous as we can.---4. I ſhall make Application 
with reſpe& to the preſent occafion. _ | 

"Bye (hall ſhew how fit and requiſite it is, for thoſe 
chat call themſelves Chriftians to be Publick and Eminent 
Examples unto others, in all Good Works. And:this | 


ſhall do, 


' 1. With refpett to the more perfett State of the Gol- 

|, under which we are, which does certainly require 
it, For now'the Moral Law is entirely reſcued from all 
the falſe Glofſes of the Phariſees, and thoſe Laws thatare 
truly _ Evangelical, are not only moſt pure 
and perfect in themſelves, but'd6 continually ſhew Berth 


2 Tim. 1.10.the greateft Love to men. Life and Immortality are therehy 


Gal: 4: 9. 


broaght to Lig ht, Eternal Rewards are therein promis'd, 
to a ſincere, tho' imperfeCt Obedience, and "hol aids are 
continually lent us from above, 'as ſhall make. us always 
highly acceptable unto God. * Now to what purpoſe can 
we imagine all this to be, if our Lives and Manners are 
not Anſwerable thereto ? we cannot think a Few Excuf- 
able under his Weak'and Beggery Elements, if his Practiſe 
be not Anfwerable to his 'Profefiion : | Nor can. we tell 


- how to think well of a Heath&n} tho his Tgnorance has 


almoſt Extinguiſh'd the very Light of Nature, if his 
_ :. Life 


Life 2nd dilnnners are Views and Fincridral, war then 


fall wefny toa Chriftians,who has beert OnceEnlightned, Heb. 6: 4. 


ani ins Tafted of the Heawenly gift, und has' been nad" "Pare 
Fbers of the Holy Ghoſt, TE Yie Fhall Live, 'F will-#6r'f 
wickedly biit'lets virtwotifly;' and ſhew Hiftlevr nothing 
of that" Light, 'of which he either is, 'er ought t0"be 'a 
Child - He Gain, muſt needs be very unworthy of 
that Glorious Charafter which he bears, whoſe Tempe 
and-Manners are different thereſront; ati direftly ch 
trary thereto. 

2. his muſt be requiſite, becauſe by this means: alone'y we 
come to be known tobe Chriftians. That Faith by which 
we receive and embrace the'Gofpel, is an Inward Princi- 
ple Seated in the Heart viſible only to the All-ſeeing Eye 
of God, -and by no means tg woven by Men, and 
therefore there are ſome do 2 Confeffions of 
it: to be made, to'Entitle ust6 that Salenticn whit irof- 
fers us, and; Ened 1ges us t6'hope for; And-ſo the A- 
poſtle tells us, '' Rom. 10:10, That we muſt outwardly. 
profeſs, as well as Inwardly believe \the ReſurreCtion of -- 
our Lord from the Dead, if we-expeRt'to be fav'd by. 
him ;'for tho Wirth the Heart Min believerh mints Ri 
ouſneſs, et tt is with the Wipurh, that C on is\woads 
wnto Satoation ; Thi it is not enonigh for us, to be 
wpes perſwaded of this ourſelves, unleſs we open- | 
pi profeſsxt to the World ; Nor is this all that is to be. 

one b us for tho this rhip "have'been very well, and 
fir for the Infancy of the Church; andthe firſt Aves'6Þ | 
Chriſtianity,”in Shieh it was” nach eaheer' to' Ys | 
Chriſtians, then fo make Pr png gr for Virtue 


publickly x Copdernatdby 'dby any Socitty,or Govetinent in 
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: Ie - nn a nn en non nEeen re mnrta — 
7 as ealic and ſafe, ps it is publicky and open; And thae- 
. + foreit is nor for. us to Reſt in a. bare Profellign of he 
Chriſtian Faich,. for we muſt make that Profeſſion as Il- 
Luftrious. as- we can, jand adorn it with as many Good 
Works ,g5,we are able; for otherwiſe we cangeyer beſaid - 
tO [hine, as. Lights. in the world + we ſhall at heſt be. but as 
a Capale. under a Baſel ; which is ſo, tar from ſhining to a- 
qy purpoſe, that none can tell whether it ſhines, at: all ; 
and indeed ſince.no body can {eg its Light, it is all oneasif 

It gave none. O391902 7 
3+ The great: Example of our Lord, to which, we are 
oblig*d to;conform our ſelves, requiresit of us. For we are 
certainly ta-make him our Pattera in all imitable things, 
being expraſlyzcommanded to follow his ſteps RRETEn; yen 
ir 15phe great ching, that werare called unto 1n the Go ipe. 
Now how gloyigully did his Zeal for God mantteſtit (elf! 
bow. conſpicuous{hid his Love to Mankind appear ! Inthe 
one heis.$0, tranſported that he abandon'd all care of his 
own iafety, in attempting a Reformation of thoſe [canda- 
John 2. 14,1ps Profangations of the houſes:of God, that were ſozotorious 
15. aud offenſrve; as the hazard of his Life, from thoſe Money 
changers,whoſeT ables he overthrew,and whom he ſcourged 
 aut.of the Temple; and inthe other he ſuffer; himſelf robe | 
abangdon'd and forſaken by all the World, and for a time 
even by his Father too, and to have his Lifetorn from him 
with utmoſt Violence, that if poſſible none might periſh: 
He. was ſointirely givea up to the doing of his Father”s will, 
char he made more. account.of it than of hi neceſſaryFood; 
Glo his, meas. and f115 rank to doit; uay,when he beg- 


John 4. 34. 


fo heartily to be xu5 df poſſtte) from drinking that, 
trer Cup that as pat tte his hand,with whar a profound. 


ſybmifon tothe Wil of bis Father,” did he regulate and 


1 & fie the earneſt neſs of kisgwn deſire thereing laying at.che 
Mat. 26.39 IAG bigs, deuerrhele/sg notary ie Fehr, ripe 
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5. Tam ov in che 1 4place to conſider and ſhew how 
thoſe Precepts that forbid alf Pyblick D i{coveries of our: 
Good-works car be” reconciled to this thar requizes. us'td' 
gow et Conflpicupu: a3 we can. The | Preceprs that © 
require drew oreeehgS ia the doing of go0d, are-altoge- 
thee contained in this Sermon of' our Saviour upon the 
Mount, and are Recorded by St. Mattheiv, in the beginning 
- of his 6, Chap. Take heed, ay: our Saviour there, that ye do not 
your Alms before Men, to be ſeen of them., When thou aoſt. thine 
Alpss, ' do not ſounl a Trumpet before. thee as the Hypocrites 
as in the Synazogues, and in the Streets, that they may have 
Glory of Men: But when thou doeſt thine Alms , let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doe:. Aud when thou Prayeſt, 
be not as. the Hiſueriees, for they love to pray ſtan ding in the 
Synagoputs, and in' the corners of the Streets, "that they may 
be (een of Men : Bat thou, when thou Prayeſt, enter into thy 
Cloſet, and when thou haſt rs the door, pray to thy Father 
which is in Secret. Now all theſe Precepts arc-eaſfily  recon- 
cied with that which I have been hitherto diſcourſing upon, 
if _ conſider this 'matter, either, 1. in General, or 2. in Par- 
Fr rand | TUITPT'D. 


't. In General.” ' None of the Good Works that we are -- 
here required to ſhine in, are to be done-chiefly and only to-- 
be ſeen of Men: and this our Saviour moſt certainly means, 
by all thoſe Precepts which. we have now recited, for the 
Phariſees were Juſt and Charitable; and: Devout, on 'purpoſe | 
char they might be raken norice of, and 'be applauded by 
. Men for what: they. did ; this chey exprefly aumedat; and de-;.. 

{rd above all things. EN 10S, CO 

2. But/ccondly, and more particularly, there are. two forts: 
of Good Works, Privare, and Publick. OG 


- 


D 1 Pris - 


= 


- by . 
. 4 = 2 EF VF 
= »f2 


OO. 


; _— Om RT 
o 


1. Private, which areand caq never be rightly perform'd 

but in Secret, as when(for inftance)-we Pray in our Fami- 
lies, weare not tg make Proclamation. of it in the, Streets,) 
neither, when, we, Pray in our Cloſets are;we to tellit; toour- 
Family : ſo whenye give Alms to thoſe that are Poor, : hut. 
are not known to be ſo, we are not .thea tq diſcover it.z and- 
the reaſon is plain, becauſe the nature of thoſe things re- 
quires their privacy, and the true end of them. is attain'd un- 
to when they are done in Secret ;- but .eyen. in_theſe: Cafes; 
there is ſame regard to be had tothis very precept of theTewe 
too ; for tho, it 15 not fit that others ſhould know. when, and 
what we do in this way, yet it is very. fit, and Jones NE- 
cefſary that they ſhould know that we have a Heart there- 
to, and that we aQually do luch things ſometime. There's 
no Manthat is a Toe Chriſtian, that would-have any Body 
think him ſo Prophane, and Irreligious, as not -to- Pray to 
God Moraing and Evening, ar that he never. gives Alms at 
all, althohe does not delire- that any body ſhould ſee andob- 
ſerve him, either in the one or 1n the other : Ir certainly 
makes for God's Glory when others believe and know that 
we do theſethings, and it would be a great Diſparagement 
to our Profeſſion, as well as to our felves, if it ſhould-be 
thought that we.do-none of theſe things atall, or that we do 
them fo unwillidgly that we: would never dothem, _ if we 
could avaid it. ER 5 5 


* '2, Thereare Good, Works that are Public, as well as Pri- 
vate, that reſpeR the City, the Country, .or . the. Taons 
UC f 


and Yacogh) which we.do bel ng; ſuch 2: | 
Churches fortheWor heres rm ounding andEndowmg 
of Schools andColleges,tor the furtherance of Piety,goodLear- 
ing, and Manners; of Hoſpuals.agd Alms-houſes for the re- 
lief of the Por and Needy s of Beflams. and Bridewels for 
Lunaticks and Yagrants ; now to forbid thele to be Publick 
| | and 


as the Bui ng, af 7 
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and Chthledous 5 forbid them to be PREY at Ml. Let 


theſe Kind of Be be" deferred till-they can be-ſo 
Rey "done, as"that+ none can'/ know either\the 
ou 'or the work, andthe moſt-"'Covetous Wreteh 
thar is, " may be accounted' as 'Liberal'. ag" the © "moſt 
Munificent, and 'not have one Farthing the” leſs” in 
his Pocker. . Beſides,” it - will be next to impoſſible, nay,'it 
would be. Ridiculous to go abour to perſwade fo many Thoy- 
_ 'Perſans, that/ muſt of neceffity fee-theſe things whilſt 
_— are Building, tp ſhat' their Eyes,'and norto take Notice 
f fuch great things as theſe are, upon which fuch vaſt Trea- 
fits areexpended; for if they would never ſo fain, they cant 
not chooſe but ſee and be pleas'd withrhem; and indeed ts 
very fit they ſhould ſee'and obſerve them, that ſo/thoſe thar 
have Abilities” for ſneh- things; ma y perceive: that'there are 
tome Generous and Pjaus Souls, recs are worthy of-1 agcn | 
here, andof Immortal Glory hereafter 3 eeftairily;/as long as 
our Univerſities ſtand, yea, as long as this: Great City re- 
mains, whichiis fo deſervedly famous, for its Muſtitude of 
well Deſigid, welf Govern'd,/zndT hopeand believe faith- 
ful [mannap'> Charities, t Mettory: bf fuch Benefattors,' 
KT ſuch Truſtees” Will be alw 5 bleſſed; fornext to the 


Founding and as the juſt ed aphe ER Y 
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of fuch Charities, ad nece arily De amongft the 
chiefeſt of thoſe Good Works, ir whict we are requir'd to 
ſhine.Let none of our,adve jes then 8 epronch usany more, . 
as if" the, Froeetane Faith 4 — vo 20. - 
Good W Fre 3g joft ration n 6 loa $ 
ibefivod, Marche _ xefatie . 
mation have «boner por d& mire” —— =— L 
before, and that. : 


Loop Prlect et vice that (| | 
thi lar Ciry Ad rept io Kingdom boides. 
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2 i Pubick Charley, 


- all that has been PUR: face that. Time ſhall be added there- 


- to; which whea all chings, are conſiger'd, will perhaps be 
found to be more and greater then any ſuch like Number of 
Years, can any, where produce. . And as for thoſe Duties that 
relare to the Publick Exercifes of, Religion, they. are by no 
means to be omitted, nay, thoſe Perſons will do very ill, and 
AQ contrary to the Deſign of all ſuch Publick Services, if 
they do not take care io do them openly. In Private:Faſts, 
indeed we are totake Care, that we may not be taken No- 
tice.of by Men, buy in Publick Faſts; all outward ARsthat 
may decently expreſs the deepeſt Humiliation of our minds, 
are to be kept up,and perhap- thegreat Auſterities that were 
uled to fo good ——_ in the Primitive Church, have been 

- laid aſide very much to the Prejudice of thoſe neceſſary Du- 
ties of, Chriſtian Mortification and Repentance. - _. 


-;In all other Duties, which are Publick as well as Holy,the 
ſeveral poſtures which the/Prudence and Authority of the 
Church requires, and which common Decency.and Cuſtom 
have made; fir, ſuch as the uncovering of our Heads, and 
Kneeling.in the Worſhip gf Gog,are notto be negleRed, left 
. we ſhould be thought. to Rob God himlelf, of any part of 
that Honour that's due to him. Nay, certainly ſuch Wor- 
ſhippers. deſerve rather to be; accounted undecent. before. 
Mea, thea truly Pjous and Devout towards God. | 
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And thus I have allo ſhewn, how all thoſe Preceps that. 
forbid all Publick Appearances 1a the doing of Good, are. to. 
be.underfiood, and.haw they may be ReconciFd to this. of 
the Texe, i whigh wears commanded tb Ler our Light ſo 
t0-ſhine before, men;; that, &c... And this briogs me to the qrh., 
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4. I ſhall therefore endeavour to apply-it both according 


to the Nature of the thing'its ſelf,and to the preſent occaſion. 


1. What great cauſe have we to bleſs God, that the works 
which we arerequir'dto ſhine in before men, are all of them 
{uch as are in themſelves truly Good, and every way-Coms 
mendable. We know that many of the-\Jewyſb:Laws were. 
not ſo,;but were only Good becauſe commanded, and-were: 
even in that Caſe only ſo fora time, till by'tlie comingof the 
Meſſias, the whole State of their Afﬀairs was to be chang'd? 
We find alfo,and that eyen an their moſt eminent /Pro- 
phets,,many things requir'd and done, that were; hardly re- 
concilable tothe common Rules of Decency, Modeſty and 
Morality 5 for 1ſaias was commanded #9 walk Naked and Bare- 
foot, (20. 2.) Ezeck, was enjoyn'd. to Eat Bread baked with 


Friends, "yet an Adaltereſs, ', All which, / with ; many 
more of this kind which might be mention'd (which whe- 
ther they,were really done, or only-Repreſented in a Viſion, 
orSimilitude) . ſeem indeed not very decent nor fuitable to 
their Stations and Conditions ; but now thoſe things thatare 
requir'd of us; are and always will be in their own Natures: 


Good, and highly commendable, being  agrecablocorhecom: 


mon ſenſe of all mankind in General, to the Deſires and 


Mans dung, (4. 12.) Hoſea was commanded to take « Wifeof _, 
Whoredow, and after that another, That was beloved-of 'herc, 
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nable. 
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confels, indeed ds care ſome things requir'd un- 
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ſo im themſelves ; and here T would not be thought to refleft 
with any. manner of feverity*apc 

Zeat carries them out to ſomEthirigs 
bearthat ſtreſs-which they liy 
Therapeut of old; 'wh 


ing or ſome. pa 
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were more Rigid than they needed to have been; for 
they would gever,taft any manner of Food till after 
Sun-let, beingas:it were aſham'd to be ſeen totake any 
ce Þ, their Bodies, asif.it, were an/ famous; thing.in 
irsfelf ſo to.do, and like..+,degtl of DarkoeG firooly 
for the Night: Bur.yex Icangot farbear-cupreſſing 2 
Juſt Indignation ;agauaſt thoſe who place Religion ih 
the moſt Barbarous apd Inhumage Cruelties, which 


they continualy exerciſe upon, themſelves for many 


Years togetlier, Macerating:their Bodies with-all mai- 
ner. of rigorous. Ducipline.;: becauſe. 3m their ſo doing 
they. make that 'Toke hard which is veſiey and that Bur- 


£ 


then heavy which is Light. But what ſhall we think pe 25-3 


{ay tothat ridiculous pair.of Spiritual Brethven, Janeti- 
#5, and Xaverias, the two. grand Seirts of the Jeſus- 
tical College, who to make themſelves rhe more fn- 
mous or OUSFFamJng the .World,;beeametruly andde- 
ſervedly Infamous, tor that odious method they tookin 
doing-of it, by often drinking igf that. Water, nn which 
the Ulcerated Sores af any Diſcaſed Perſons had 
been waſhed, . Such ; praftifes as theſe muſt needs 
make- all Perſops to. ;nauſeat ſuch kind; of Devati- 
ons, .. and even hate the; Religion: thas- ſhall -ablige 


others thereto. The Kingdom of God <valitts not s3%,e. 


Meat and Ss} much go, Opin yrs bet but i 
Reghteonjneſs, and Peace, ans #12 th 4 - .£O 
og alſo joyn thoſe who are always minget 
Rehgion, butare ſeldom found.in the -Pragice of -it: 
and-thaſe alſo that are. very, hat and Hierte:in contend 
ins for form cular Opiy hich they have.ims 
wegt whatis more 


ry cold/in 


their Duty, becauſe truly "undoubtedly | good,: 
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'Learaing and Skill inthe Managing of Arguments and 
Controverſies ; which admit they do, and: that their 


Opinions are 'true inthemſelves, they-are not much 
to be commended,” (for what 'are- private and 'par- 
ticular Opinions to the grand' Duties of 'the Chri- 
ſftian Life and” Femper ?)- But if rhey are falſe, 
how greatly are they to: blame? For no body can 


think the "greateſt 5kill- i® Controverſie equal to 


plain and honeſt Tyuth. But further yet, 'what if 
they ſhould: be: ſo-blameleſs in their Lives and Man- 
ners, as ito-' ſeem to- have Tafted of | the Heaventy 


Men can find' but little comfort in Con g with 
them, at leaſtwiſe it muſt abate very much of that 
Satisfation, which aye Go. might have taken 
therein; | when they ſhall fee them 'in -the mean 
time: endeavouring: to- undermine and overturn the 
very” Foundations of the - Chriſtian: Faith, 'in which 
if they ſhould be-ſo unhappy as to become' ſucceſ(- 


*, Gift, and of: the" Pavers of the World nvering wi 


ful, I very*much queſtion whether all the good they. 


can do beſides, will afford'a: Luftre great enough to 
ſhine thro' the Fogs and Miſts of* ſuch groſs and 
impious.Errors:. It the Godhead of our 'Saviour be 


' . denied, and: his farisfaQtion for our Sins wholly taken 


away, or which tends thereto; If the Moſaick Hi- 
ſtory, concerning the Fall of Man be at beſt but an. 
Allegory, or a well contrived Story, adapted to the. 
Jem/ſh Ga pacity,. as uncapable of underſtanding more 
plain'and ſubſtantial Truth-:' Certainly the very Gof- 
pel'it felf,/ if - I may ſg,{peak, is to-be-pitied. upon 
the [ſcore. of theſe 'P\ 
Light ſhine in this r,. their -good' works. muſt 


give.a luſtre to-their Errors and Blaſphemics at the 
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For if the Children of © 
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feats time that' ctiby- hew the Perſons that d FER 


to be otherwiſe Virtuous and- Good Men ; this' in- 
deed is to go down to the Philiſtines to ſharpen our 


Coulter :/\and I -leave you' to Judge; whether it be* ie aha 


not a Piſgrace | to this. our I/ra!, that we have no 
Work-men of our own to do it for us., 


1 Fs This may ferve to- Excite and Quicken us alt 
who profeſs: our ſelves tobe” Followers of the ble(- 
ſed Jefus, and prerend #6 be Enlightned by him," to 
wth che utmoſt} we can in this matter, which is fo 

plain ang neceſſary, thoſe of us, eſpecially to whom 
God hath given large Capacities, greater Abilities, 
_ ':Opportuvities for-it *than' others. have; ctherby 
our Starkand/bs Wealth) or any othet means by 
we are'enabked to'do good :'"Fheſe certainly: are Ta- 
lents entruſted *with us" to'this, and"to no other pur- 
poſe ; for we are \none of - us made greater and rich- 
er than thers for our own _ Font ir reſt of 
the WwW gaze upon us and applaud our good 
Fortune _ + Condition] for this-may' be oe ook 
Beefts and Fowls ; but that we may do the "more 
good to Mankind, ' for” 'whoſe fake alone' we are 
thus entruſted, both Power and Wealth; and 


therefore, if we are not as well as Great, Chari- 
table as well as Rich;' we had better 'never have... 


been either, for we ſhall therein beconie bilt'! 
much the' more'Ridiculous and Contemptible in 't 
World, and fo much''the-r 


It's Goodneſs onl that 1 is the 
that ' 


a luſtre to any 
wanthigg oven the Attendants of all 
ouryard ar and Grande, wil ad "ey 
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defpiſe us'; what we'have, -agd. "What we arg, - $ 
always known and: valued , | what We fo. 3 


The memory of Rich and Great men is, I can- 
feſs-like ro BE more laſting then -others, Io We.Ccan 
never ſay, it will be therefore more Honourable and 
Bleſſed, except their Virtues and their Good deeds 
make it ſo, for vuale(s | they are. Remembred. for 
ſomething that's traly. Good -in / its, elf, it. would 
be better for them to be wgerly forgotten ;; the Ri- 
diculous Stories -of their bale is and »of the 
many Fallies which they committed, which &diſco- 
ver the Narrowneſs of their Souls, ond their ſordid - 
minds, are longer . told, : and.” with. greater 'Accep- 
tance i9 their molt lating Inamy, and. Dilgrace :; 

whereas had they 'but bega Charinahle and Goad. 
they would always bave been ſpoken. gf With, Hon: 
our and Reſpet. And if any Malicious, 'or Ill Na- 


tur'd Perſon ſhall at any Ting refett -upon any.of 
choir paſt Failings and Miſeeriag%s the; Romem- 


brance of their Good deeds. will -ao wor -P- 

ver 2 Mukitude of. ſuch /* caaey buy will 

balm their Names and..Memorigs, - yy Pong Jai 

always.caft forth a ſweet ing ag were 
on'd with Hoon: and —_— 
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| Theſe now ans I of thern fuck Greet aps God 
"Wathkegtue' it's hardlypoſbble to find nny; in which 
wecanthine with a-gremtor tre, mone+0-Gads'Glt 
- andthe of Mankind, for they-inclutle ximoſt e- 
vory ghatwan] be calldby that 'Naine, HW 
rhis;Great Cizp wponfuch a Hall's ſhall-mike doe 
moreGlorious, -zod'T hope mereſefc endihppy,.then 
"that City which has long indeed boaſted of herfoitta- 
tion upon 7 Hills, but is far from being able even from 
them all to ſhine like this. O let not this Glory then 
be Ecclips'd, let no cloud hinder it fromthining in its 
| _ [Lytles Na af, Kx.nat of the Times 1o- 
terpoſe to the abating any thing of it, -and 1 rather 
ſpeak it, becauſe when once wars fails,it is to be fear'd 
that every thing elſe that we.can depend upon will fail 
us too; and let'me tell you, there has been this unhap- 
py Omen of i it, that laſt paſt, as well 
-as for this preſent Year, there has oe bY a ſtop put 
to that-p ticular Kind of which of all others 
ſeems to me to-be the mo rehenſive and laſting 


and which ? anrgh is mo ed by, I mean that of 
'theGoodEducation and Hap PPy Placing outof Orphans, 
takea in at Chrifts Hoſ- 


| 0 TIL Ln 


.pial 


= me 9-4 


7 in.all that 


to.complain of;- 
and, 


y. for. relief, and not' from any-want-of - 
Charity in thoſe whoſe Abilities enable them toſend-in - 
thoſe ſupplies that are neceſſary for ſo great and ſogood 
a work: And therefore having thus Acquainted you. - 
with it, I ſhall contentmy {elf with what | have 

in the leaſt to preſs you ta:confider it, 
becauſe I will not ſo much as 1 that you need any 


the fa 
rage, to = Glory 
"4. IS you ſee is the.main thing t 

 . - ng. you. thus:49. ſhine. Then - Joo 
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